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.Among the Turks who manned the wall.
One day while his men watched his cat
And those who labored thereat.
The Saracens cast on it dry
Brushwood, the which they heaped on high
On cat and on testudo, too
(Ambroise himself this sight did view),
Then, with an engine, hurled Greek fire
Thereon and turned it to a pyre,                                         4,830
So that the cat castle was burned
And all destroyed and overturned,
While the testudo of rich price
Was burned and shattered in a trice.
The king, made angry and morose
Thereby, heaped curses on all those
Who ate his bread but would not then
Avenge him on the Saracen.
He had the assault cried out that night.
The morrow morn dawned hot and bright.23                        4,840
THE  FIGHT  AT  THE TRENCH
So bravely on the morrow started
Forth our soldiery stouthearted.
Those who that day guarded the trench
No danger would make cringe or blench,
For the world's finest men were found
There, met and gathered all around.
There was great need thereof that day,
For Saladin was heard to say
He would be first to enter there
And of his presence make us ware.                                       4,850
He came not, but his people came
And stormed the trench with deadly aim:
Dismounted and on foot they fought.
Then was the battle fierce and hot,
2S Roger of Hoveden (III, 117) says that the battle occurred on the third day of
the month5 Beha ed Din (p. 258) dates it 7 Jornada II, which would be July 2.